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Shiji, as China's first biographical history from legendary HuangDi
to the Emperor Wu of Han dynasty, is committed to explore the nature of
historical development. Its multifaceted statecraft thoughts is based on
historical experiences.This paper tries to analyze the statecraft
thoughts of Shiji and further explore its modern value, in an effort to
get beneficial references for the healthy development of nowaday society.
This paper is divided into four chapters as follows:
In the introduction part I will introduce the contents of my
dissertation, combing the academic achievements on the study of Shiji’
s statecraft thoughts. On this basis, I will illustrate the research
methods of my paper and the innovations different from others.
In the first chapter I will explore the origin of the statecraft
thoughts of Sima Qian concerning the theoretical origins. Sima Qian was
knowledgeable. He absorbed the essence of many predecessors’
achievements and make sublimation. Born in a historian family, he learned
from his father who exerted great influence on the formation of his thought.
As a studious researcher，he utilized his status to get access to the royal
collection of ancient books. Sima Qian absorbed the thoughts of Taoist
"inactive government" and the Confucian "moral politics." He also thought
highly of the legalist thinking of political reform in accordance with
changing situation.
In the second chapter I will analyze the philosophical connotation
of the statecraft thoughts of Shiji. There are two aspects . The first
aspect is Sima Qian's view of the relation between heaven and man. I think















heavenly god and mankind, he strongly opposed divination combined with
mystical Confucianist belief. As for the legitimacy of political power,
he paid close attention to the common aspiration of the people. His
suspicion on the mandate of heaven seems to be reasonable, for it is
extremely hard for mankind to fully understand objective necessity. The
second aspect is Sima Qian’s view of history. I will analyze the purpose
of Sima Qian’s historical writing. Imitating Confucius’ making law for
the later kings through writing Spring and Autumn, Sima Qian sumed up
historical experiences as the guidance toward ideal politics.
In the third chapter I will discuss the main contents of the statecraft
thoughts of Shiji. Though Sima Qian preferred unification, he never
depreciated feudal system usually leading to political fission. He
praised highly the role of sagacious statesmen, however, also sympathized
with chivalrous persons in opposition to the government. So complicated
is he. Sima Qian thought the different ethnic groups of the Chinese nation,
with the same origin, could live in harmony inside the house of the newly-
born unified empire. Aware of the importance of industry and commerce,
Sima Qian strongly opposed the policy laying stress on the agriculture
whereas restraining trade. He preferred free market and regarded the
wealth of the people as the basis of national strength.
In the fourth chapter I will probe the implications of the statecraft
thoughts of Shiji for the development of contemporary China. The solution
of many social political issues still rely upon ancient wisdom based on
historical experiences.
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